
ALL CONTRACTORS WORKING IN THE MASSACHUSETTS WEATHERIZATION 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM MUST RECEIVE LEAD-SAFE WEATHERIZATION TRAINING 
AND BE CERTIFIED THROUGH HUD'S LEAD-SAFE RENOVATION PROGRAM. EVERY 
PRIVATE SECTOR CONTRACTOR MUST HAVE AT LEAST ONE HUD LEAD-SAFE 
CERTIFIED CREW MEMBER ON EVERY WEATHERIZATION JOB. 

Generalized lead paint removal is not an allowable activity under the Weatherization Assistance 
Program. The information in this guidance is not intended to provide specific information for the 
proper handling of lead. For detailed information regarding lead paint abatement see 
Commonwealth of Mass. Publications 454 CMR 22.00 and 460 CMR. 

LEAD SAFE WEATHERIZATION INFORMATION 

Safe Weatherization is defined by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) as a set of techniques 
designed to: minimize the production of lead paint dust and chips, prevent the spread of dust and 
chips, and to include a thorough cleaning of the work area once the work is completed. The 
techniques are defined in the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development's (HUD) Lead 
Paint Safety Field Guide for Paint, Home Maintenance and Renovation Work (HUD-1779 LHC). 

U.S. Department of Energy's Policy Regarding Lead-Based Paint in Homes 

Lead-based paint dust and other residues are hazards that Weatherization workers are likely to 
encounter in older homes. HUD estimates that four million homes have significant lead-based paint 
hazards. Furthermore, Weatherization work may directly disturb lead-based paint, possibly creating 
hazardous conditions. Wliile the authorizing legislation for DOE's Weatherization Assistance 
Program (WAP) does not specifically address lead-based paint hazard reduction, DOE"s policy is 
that Weatherization workers must be aware of the hazard and conduct Weatherization activities in a 
safe work manner to avoid contaminating homes with lead-based paint dust and debris, and to avoid 
exposing themselves and their families to this hazard. 

It is important to remember that WAP's legislated purpose is to install energy efficiency measures 
in weatherization client's homes in order to lessen their energy cost burden. WAP is not funded to 
do lead-based paint abatement work, or to do lead-based paint hazard control or stabilization. In 
the process of weatherizing a home, workers sometimes encounter and have to disturb painted 
surfaces that are known or presumed to contain lead-based paint. When that happens, DOE funds 
may be used to minimize the potential hazard associated with the specific painted surfaces that 
workers are directly disturbing in the course of installing an energy efficiency measure, but DOE 
funds may not otherwise be used for abatement, stabilization, or control of the lead-based paint 
hazard that is in the house. 

Certification 

All Weatherization Contractor On-site Supervisors and Crew Chiefs must complete a HUD Lead-
Safe Work Practices: Lead-Based Paint Renovation and Remodeling or Massachusetts Moderate 
Risk Deleading Training Course prior to participating in the DOE WAP. Subgrantees must 
maintain a copy of the course completion certificate in the contractors file. 


